
Preschool to Kindergarten 
Transition Process

Sutter Park
Worthington Schools



Required or Eligible?
Your child is REQUIRED to go to Kindergarten next year if 

they turn 6 by September 30, 2019. This means they 
must go on and cannot stay at Sutter Park or in a 

preschool setting.  

Your child is ELIGIBLE to go to Kindergarten next year if 
they turn 5 by September 30, 2019. This means that they 

can go to Kindergarten OR they can stay one more 
year at Sutter Park or in a preschool setting.  



Enrollment and the 
Welcome Center



Tonight’s Meeting Overview
● Kindergarten Readiness and Panel Discussion

○ Wilson Hill Elementary Principal, Dan Girard
○ Wilson Hill Kindergarten Teacher, Erin Kosanovich
○ Liberty Kindergarten Teacher, Moriah Schodorf
○ Evening Street Principal, Mary Rykowski 
○ Sutter Park Preschool Teachers, Jess Hartman and Gracie Guagenti 
○ Sutter Park Principal, Tricia Hosking

● Discuss general process for enrollment
○ Welcome Center
○ Half Day/Full Day Kindergarten

● Break
● Special Education Transition Process

○ Sutter Park School Psychologists, Laura Waltz and Paige Markward
○ Elementary Special Education Coordinator, Renee Brinson



All-Day Kindergarten

● Families interested in all day Kindergarten 
for their child need to complete 
registration for the All-Day Kindergarten 
Lottery by the February 22 deadline at: 
www.worthington.k12.oh.us/adkprogram.

● Questions about All-Day Kindergarten can 
be answered by Jenny Dawes at 
614-450-6114.



Half Day Kindergarten
● Families interested in half day Kindergarten need to 

indicate this to your child’s preschool teacher 
come January/February. 

● The Welcome Center staff will ensure that home 
schools have this information.

● You do not need to re-enroll or make an 
appointment at the Welcome Center



Care After School Registration

● Care After School (CAS) is a licensed, non-profit child care provider for 
school-age children that operates programs in each Worthington Elementary 
school. 

● If you are interested in getting more information about CAS, please take a 
handout. 

● Please note that Care After School is separate from the Worthington 
Kindergarten enrollment process or the all-day lottery. Care After School is not 
sponsored or financially supported by Worthington City Schools.  



Kindergarten Readiness… what does 
that mean? 

● Consider all areas of development
○ Communication: Can they listen to a short story and answer questions, tell stories that are on topic, 

communicate with adults and peers, and use speech that others can understand? 
○ Self-Help/Personal Care: Can they use the restroom without assistance, dress themselves with 

minimal help, take care of their belongings (bookbag, coat, shoes), and wash their hands 
independently? 

○ Social-Emotional: Can they listen and follow to simple directions, transition from activity to activity 
easily, play well with peers (taking turns, sharing, engaged in play with others), and being able to 
manage their emotions with some support and strategies? 

○ Fine Motor/Gross Motor: Can they draw with crayons/markers with a good grasp and with stamina, 
copying simple shapes and figures, run and jump and catching a ball? 

○ Pre-Academics: Can they identify and name shapes, count objects with 1:1 correspondence, 
identify some letters of the alphabet, recognize their name, and begin to make sounds for letters? 



Panel Discussion



Break

Up Next… Special Education 
Transition Process



Tonight’s Special Education Portion will 
explain: 

● WHO will be involved in the transition 
process?

● WHAT will the process look like for my child?
● WHEN will the process take place?
● HOW is the process conducted?
● WHERE does it all take place?
● WHAT does it all mean for my child?



Transition Overview

● Children receiving special education services must be 
re-evaluated every three years. Children identified under 
the category of Developmental Delay must also be 
re-evaluated prior to Kindergarten.

● Some preschool children transition to Kindergarten with 
their current disability category if they are not yet due for 
a three year re-evaluation OR have the disability 
category of Developmental Delay.



Required or Eligible?

● Required to transition from Preschool to 
Kindergarten: children 6 years of age as of 
September 30.

● Eligible to transition from Preschool to 
Kindergarten:  5 years of age as of                   
September 30.



Eligible: 5 years of age as 
of September 30
● Parents can decide to have children remain in preschool 

for another year.
● We ask that parents need to inform school personnel of 

their decision by March 1st. People that may be involved 
helping you in the decision could be: 
○ Child’s Teacher
○ Child’s Therapists
○ Home School Psychologist                                      



Things to Consider for those that are 
eligible...
● Your child’s individual needs.
● Your child’s birth date. It is not uncommon to wait until a 

child is 6 to enter Kindergarten because of curriculum 
demands and state wide testing.

Once a child with a disability is enrolled into Kindergarten or 
begins the re-evaluation process (more on this later), parents 

cannot change their minds and send the child back to 
preschool.



● When parents of an eligible student decide 
to keep their child in preschool, the child 
will continue to receive preschool services 
specified on the Individual Education 
Program (IEP).

● The transition process will occur the 
following school year when the child is 
required to attend Kindergarten.

Things to Consider for those that are 
eligible continued...



Re-Evaluation Scenarios

● The child is due for a re-evaluation and has met all IEP goals.
● The child is due for a re-evaluation and continues to demonstrate a 

need for specially designed instruction.
● The parents and/or IEP team requests that the child have a 

re-evaluation.
● The child is identified under “Developmental Delay” and is required to 

be re-evaluated.



One of the following disability categories will be suspected:
● Autism
● Blindness
● Deafness
● Emotional Disturbance
● Hearing Impairment
● Intellectual Disability
● Multiple Disabilities
● Orthopedic Impairment
● Other Health Impaired
● Specific Learning Disability
● Speech or Language Impairment
● Traumatic Brain Injury
● Visual Impairment



Scenario 1 - Child is Due for 
Re-Evaluation and has met All IEP Goals

● The preschool team will schedule a meeting with parents to complete 
the re-evaluation planning form and obtain consent.

● The re-evaluation takes place here at Sutter Park during the preschool 
day.

● When the evaluation is complete, an eligibility meeting is held. This 
meeting will be held at Sutter Park and will include the parents, 
teacher, and if applicable, therapists, and school psychologist.



If your child no longer meets eligibility for special 
education services, your child:

● Is no longer eligible to receive special education and/or related 
services.

● Will continue at Sutter Park as a “peer role model” (no tuition) with 
transportation provided (if your child already attends Sutter Park 
and receives transportation).



Scenario 2 - Child is Due for Re-Evaluation and 
Continues to Demonstrate the Need for 
Specially Designed Instruction

● The preschool teacher will schedule a meeting with 
parents to complete the planning form for the 
re-evaluation and to obtain consent. Depending 
upon the suspected disability, either a speech 
therapist or the psychologist from the child’s home 
school will attend and lead this meeting.



● The child will be evaluated at Sutter Park during the 
preschool day.

● After the evaluation is complete, the meeting will be                               
held at the home elementary school with the staff from the                                        
home school presenting the goals and objectives. 

● A new IEP will be written.



If your Child is Not Having a 
Re-Evaluation

● An IEP meeting will be held at the elementary 
school that your child will attend.

● The preschool teacher will be invited to attend 
this meeting. The meeting will be facilitated by 
the staff at your child’s elementary school.

● This meeting will occur in the mid to late spring, 
closer to the end of the school year.



What is Least Restrictive Environment?

To the maximum extent appropriate, children with a disability, 
including children in public or private institutions or other care 
facilities, are educated with children who are not disabled, 
and that special classes, separate schooling, or other 
removal of children with a disability from the regular 
educational environment occurs only when the nature or 
severity of the disability is such that education in regular 
classes with the use of supplementary aids and services 
cannot be achieved satisfactorily.



Home School Special Education Service 
Options - Provided by a Building Intervention 
Specialist

Services provided in the regular classroom:

● Regular Education (no special education services)
● Regular Education with Consultative Services (inside and outside the 

classroom)
● Regular Education with Support Services (inside and outside the 

classroom)
● Regular Education with Direct Services



Support outside of the classroom:

● Special education support services can be provided 
in collaboration with the regular education teacher 
and a building  Intervention Specialist in areas 
identified on the student’s IEP.

 



In District Services - Provided by WCS 
but may NOT be in the Child’s Home 
School 

● Specialized Learning Center (SLC)
● Daily Living Skills Center (DLSC)
● Behavioral Learning Center (BLC)
● Structured Communication Learning Center (SCLC)



What is a 
Specialized 
Learning Center?
A Specialized Learning Center (SLC) is a special 
education learning center which focuses on 
instruction from the general and functional 
curriculum for students with mild/moderate 
educational and functional skills needs that are 
necessary for independent living.



What is a Daily Living Skills Center?

A Daily Living Skills Center (DLSC) is a special 
education learning center which focuses on 
instruction from the general and/or functional 
curriculum for those students identified with 
moderate/intensive educational and 
functional life skills needs that are necessary 
for independent living.



What is a Structured Communication 
Learning Center?

A Structured Communication Learning Center (SCLC) is 
a special education learning center which focuses on 
instruction from the general and functional curriculum 
for students with severe communication, social skill, and 
behavior needs. This is for students identified with autism.



What is a Behavioral Learning Center? 

A Behavioral Learning Center (BLC) is a 
special education learning center which 
focuses on instruction from the general 
curriculum for students with significant 
behavioral needs which impact their ability to 
learn within the general education classroom.



Observation of Learning Centers

Parents will be offered the opportunity to 
observe school-age special education 
services. There will be more information to 
come regarding observations of the districts’ 
various learning centers. 



Observation of Kindergarten
Observations of General Kindergarten classrooms are 
arranged by the home school and are done slightly 
differently at each school. Your home school team will 
give you information regarding Kindergarten 
observation.



Out of District Services

Specialized programs in other locations, 
such as:

● Hearing or vision impairment,
● Residential,
● Hospitalization,
● Home Instruction.



Autism Scholarship

Students on the Autism Scholarship will follow 
a similar process. If an evaluation is required, a 
re-evaluation will be scheduled. The child’s  
eligibility will be determined and if found 
eligible to need special education services, 
an IEP will be proposed by either the child’s 
home school or the district’s Special 
Education department. 



Parents of a Child on the Autism 
Scholarship can:

● Reapply for the Autism Scholarship

                                        OR

● Implement the IEP in the Worthington City School 
District
○ The child’s home school will be responsible for 

writing the IEP. 



Jon Peterson Scholarship

● Special education students in a school-aged 
setting are also eligible to apply for the Jon 
Peterson scholarship if you would like your child 
to attend a non-public school. 

● Information can be obtained at 
Peterson.scholarship@education.ohio.gov



Why Does Transition Seem 
Challenging?

● Parents receive a lot of information during 
transition and hear new terms.

● Not all of the information applies to all students.
● Parents want to know what services will be 

recommended and where they will be 
delivered. This information comes at the end of 
the transition IEP process.



Why is the Transition Especially 
Challenging for Eligible Students?

● Parents have decisions to make.
● It is hard to predict how a child may do 

in Kindergarten.
● In certain cases, a child could continue 

to be eligible for preschool services, but 
not eligible for services in Kindergarten.

● Once the school-age ETR is completed,                                                             
the child must attend Kindergarten the                                                      
following school year.



People who can Answer Your 
Questions: ● Your child’s teachers and 

therapists, 614-450-4900
● Tricia Hosking, Sutter Park 

Principal 614-450-4900 or 
phosking@wscloud.org

● Renee Brinson, Elementary 
Special Education 
Coordinator, 614-450-6020


